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Vietnam Veterans of America 
Darwin J . Thomas Memorial Chapter 201 

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, July 18 2016 

Holder’s Country Inn 
998 South DeAnza Blvd, San Jose, CA 95129 

Attendees:  
Edward Aki (USMC) James Medeiros (USA) 
Gerald Arnold (USN) Casimiro Morin (AVVA) 
Larry Douthard (USA) Randy Richmond (USA) 
Cang Kim Dong (AVVA) Carmen Sanders (AVVA) 
Jeff Driskill (USA) David Sanders (USAF) 
Gene Fanucchi (USA) Mary Sessler (AVVA) 
Warren Finch  (USA) Randy Sessler (USA) 
Dennis Foggie (USAF) Burton Smith (USN) 
Mike Frangadakis (USA) William Thai (AVVA) 
John Hassenplug (USN) Steve Thompson (USN) 
Clyde Horn (USA) Rich Veit  (USA) 
Robert Kadlec (USAF) Jack Wells (USMC) 
Don MacDougall (USA) Oleta Willhite (AVVA) 
Bill McCorquadale (USN) Ruben Willhite (USMC) 
Francis McVey (USN) Dennis Whittaker (USA) 

I. The meeting was called to order by President David Sanders at 7:00 PM (1900 hours) at the 
Holder’s Country Inn.  Mike Frangadakis led the Pledge of Allegiance and Acting Chaplain 
Bill McCorquadale provided the invocation and called for a moment of silence in respect for 
our POWs, MIAs, KIAs and our Brothers and Sisters with health issues or are in dire 
straights. 

President Sanders asked all to remember those who have lost their lives over the past few 
weeks. 

II. Roll Call of Chapter Officers: 
President - David Sanders  
Vice President - Robert Kadlec 
Secretary – Warren Finch 
Treasurer - Dennis Foggie  
Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Frangadakis 
3-year Board Member – Randy Sessler  
2-year Board Member - Randy Richmond 
1-year Board Member - Gerald Arnold 

III. Guests: 
Alexa Aki 
Joyce Douthard 
Gwen Lee 
Connie Thompson 
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IV. Reading of Minutes: 
Minutes of the June 20, 2016 meeting were forwarded electronically to the membership.   
Motion to approve the minutes as corrected by Dennis Foggie and Second by Randy 
Richmond.  The minutes were approved. 

V. Correspondence: 
President Sanders received a copy of a book written by a Vietnam vet.  The book will be 
raffled off at a future meeting of the VVA. 

Received a letter from York who started a chapter that helps disabled Vietnamese children.  
President asked Jack Wells if he would mind checking the information and reporting back to 
see if it is something that we would like to support. 

Due to lack of ticket sales the cruise on the Jeramiah OBrian has been cancelled. 

VI. Financial Report: 
Treasurer Dennis Foggie reported that a copy of the Financial Report was distributed: 
Motion to approve Treasurers Report by John Hessenplug and Second by Fran McVey.  
Motion passed. 

VII. Officer Reports: 
President Sanders recognize Bob Kadlec for the award he received called Images of Bravery.  
The award is for support of others from in-country and not in-country veterans that help 
better their community. 

President reported on the fund raising at Moffett Field. 

VIII. Board Of Directors Report: 

Nothing To Report 

IX. California State Council (CSC) Report: 
The CSC has forwarded information on a proposed misleading initiative for California’s 
November ballot. 

Controversial activist Michael Weinstein has proposed a measure that would prohibit the 
state from entering into contracts to purchase prescription drugs unless the prices are the 
same or lower than the special discounts provided to the VA.  The CSC, in addition to other 
state veteran organizations, strongly opposes this measure as being flawed and could 
significantly increase health costs for veterans and their families by undermining special 
price considerations provided to the VA.   

The 15th Cal Con Biennial State Convention was held in Fresno from 23 through 25 June, 
2016.  See attached report by Bob Kadlec 

The CSC forwarded information on the Veterans First Act.  “The Veterans Service 
Organizations who are most often called before Congress for testimony on the state of 
Veterans Affairs, known in D.C. as "The Big 6," are joining together to call on the Senate to 
vote on the Veterans First Act. While each has been engaged separately in traditional 
methods of calling for votes--such as letter-writing and email campaigns-- they're 
maximizing the power of social media to expand their outreach and get more veterans 
engaged.” 

On July 7th Veterans Health Administration released new data about veterans suicides, 



 

3 
 

based upon examination of over 55 million veteran records from 1979 to 2014, from every 
state in the nation and U.S. territories.  Since 2001 the rate of adult civilian suicides rose 23 
percent while those of veterans rose 32 percent.  In 2014, 65 percent of those who committed 
suicide were 50 or older.  The VA said that on average, 20 veterans commit suicide per day.  
Six of those who commit suicide were or had been under the care of the VA while the other 
12 had not.  “These statistics are tragic, said John Rowan, National President of Vietnam 
Veterans of America.   They shock and disturb us. These numbers also suggest a variety of 
questions that ought to be asked if we are to find some of the answers: How many of those 
who take their life is homeless? Did they have meaningful employment, fair housing, 
health problems, relationship or financial issues? What seems to be the common trigger, if 
any?” 

X. United Veterans Council (UVC) Report: 
Fran McVey (representing the UVC) reminded all that we need to be fund raising for the 
Veterans Day Parade.  He said the UVC is working on the staging area with the city due to a 
convention at the SAP Center.  The Veterans Alliance had been suspended and he was 
working on getting the paperwork straightened out.       

XI. Committee Reports: 
Membership Committee Chair: Warren Finch 

Five new members in the last month. 
POW/MIA Committee Chair: David Sanders, Sr. 
Agent Orange Committee Chair: David Sanders, Sr. 
Gave some orange poppies this past weekend. 
Constitution/Bylaws Chair: Robert Kadlec 
Community Services Committee Chair: Michael Frangadakis 

The Los Gatos memorial was approved.  They hope to have the nicest 
memorial in the Bay Area.  It will have a Statue of Liberty flame and a 
soldier’s cross. 

Government Affairs Committee Chair: Fran McVey 
Fran asked if we could send out information on bills to the membership when 
we receive them. 

Finance & Fund Raising Committee Chair: Dennis Foggie 
Had a fund raising at Moffett Field where we raised $362.00.  We also received 
a $100.00 anonymous donation. 

Public Affairs Committee Chair: Robert Kadlec 
Bob summited two article to the Zepher. 

Veterans benefits Committee Chair: Gerald Arnold 
Veterans Incarcerated Committee Chair: David Sanders, Sr. 

XII. Unfinished Business:  
Review and discussion on the revised budget due to the loss of funds from HDGP funding 
from the state.  Motion by Dennis Whittaker seconded by Randy Richmond to approve.  
Motion carried. 

XIII. New Business:  
Next fundraising at Moffett Field is August 27 and 28. 

XIV. AVVA Report: 
Still looking to replace their rifles.  They are looking at the AR-15 rifles.   
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XV. Good of the Order: 
The UVC, Oak Hill Memorial Park and Spirit of 45 are sponsoring a Santa Clara County 
and Hershel “Woody” Williams Medal of Honor Foundation initiative to develop the Gold 
Star Family Memorial Monument that will be located at Oak Hill Memorial Park.  There is 
some modifications to the design of the memorial. 

VA Palo Alto Health Care System is having a Mental Health Summit on Friday August 19th 
from 09:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  If you want to attend you must RSVP by August 1st to Christina 
Bondi at Christina.bondi@va.gov.    

On June 30 the Commission on Care released the final report on recommendations for 
transforming veterans’ health care.  To view the final report go to 
https://commissiononcare.sies.usa.gov//2016/07/commission-on-care_final-
report_063016_for-web.pdf. 

Mike Frangadakis asked everyone to let younger vets that they know about membership 
the State Military Reserve. 

Dave Sanders talked about a vet that had problems at the Vet Center.  Dave was going to do 
some investigating and will report on the results. 

Bob Kadlec let everyone know that the reason we did not get any money for HGDP is that 
there is not enough donations of goods, etc. being made to VVA in our area. 

XVI. Closing Ceremony 
The next scheduled VVA Chapter 201 meeting will be held on Monday July 18, 2016 at 
Holder’s Country Inn.  Social hour and dinner begins at 6:00 PM with the meeting at 7:00 
PM.  

Randy Richmond provided the closing benediction and Mike Frangadakis retired the 
Colors. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM (2016 hours). 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Signed 
Warren Finch, Secretary 
Darwin J. Thomas Chapter 201 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
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CALCON 15 REPORT 
24-25 JUNE 2016 • FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

The 15th CalCon Biennial State Convention was held in Fresno, California from 23 through 25 
June, 2016.  There were a total of 97 authorized delegates for this year’s convention -- 84 from 
California Chapters and 13 at large.  Actual attendance was 76.  President Dave Sanders and 
Treasurer Dennis Foggie were Delegates to the Convention from Chapter 201.  Vice President Bob 
Kadlec attended as a “Delegate At Large.”  The keynote speaker was CalVet Secretary Dr. Vito 
Imbasciani, MD. 

There were four “Tiers” to address major issues brought before the Convention: 

• Tier 1 - Veterans Incarcerated. 
A resolution was introduced to request that during intake process to either a prison or 

jail, the Department of Corrections should advise veterans of their right to request access 
to a VSO.  There was much discussion on who should do what to make this happen but 
there was no apparent resolution on how since the Department of Corrections is not 
forthcoming in doing anything. 

• Tier 2 - Agent Orange. 
The major emphasis was to encourage Chapters to hold “Town Hall Meetings” to 

address Agent Orange issues with the veteran community to present information on 
health problems of dependents of all veterans regardless of time and place of service. 

• Tier 3 - Amendments  
There were 15 Amendments to the CSC Constitution presented at the Convention.  

Seven were minor corrections such as stilted wording, typos or gender references.  Four 
Amendments failed.  The remaining four Amendments that were passed included 
establishing the number of CSC Directors; Directors must reside in the District the 
represent, and the District boundaries were realigned to redistribute Counties in the 
three Districts. 

• Tier 4 - Resolutions 
There were two resolutions presented:  1) request the Department of Corrections 

advise veterans of their right to request access to a VSO during intake process to either a 
prison or jail, and 2)  Encourage Chapters to hold “Town Hall Meetings” to address 
Agent Orange issues. 

The CSC Treasurer held a session to address financial issues that all chapters must adhere to.   
These included:  Definition of Restricted and Designated budget funds; finance committees 
within chapters; Fidelity Bonding; raffle legal issues; and how financial reviews should be 
conducted within the chapters.  The following VVA members elected as CSC Officers were during 
the Convention: 

President:  Steve Mackey (reelected) 
1st Vice President:  Dean Gotham 
2nd Vice President:  Dick Southern (reelected) 
Treasurer:  Barry Schoffel (reelected) 
Secretary:  Tom Hohmann (reelected) 
At-Large Director:  Richard Segovia 
Northern District:  Butch Frederickson 
Central District:  Al Sickle 
Southern District:  Mike Kennedy. 

 


